Health and Safety Risk Assessment
	Activity assessed: Group Visit to a Wetland

Description of client group: School group

Risk assessment carried out by: **
Assessment date: **

Signature:  **
Risk assessment checked by: ** 

Signature: 

Next assessment date:

Designated first aider(s) during event and contact details:

School based activity 

Backup contact details: 


	Event/activity date: ** 
Event location including postcode for emergency vehicles:

Nearest hospital A&E including postcode:

**
NHS Helpline N0: 111

Police none Emergency Helpline N0: 101

1st aid kit(s) will be placed in the following location(s) throughout event: at the school 


	HAZARD

Potential for harm
	Who’s at risk?
	Risk Level Without Precautions
	PRECAUTIONS

To reduce the risk level
	Who will do them?
	When – B or D?
	Risk Level With Precautions

	Minibuses
	All participants
	High
	Two members of staff in vi-vis stand at front and rear of minibus to ensure no traffic can come into the area whilst children get off minibus into a safe standing area. A clear warning will be issued if traffic comes into the area and the activity will halt until safe. 

A trained support member of staff will support individually any wheelchair users. 
	Walk Guide
	Before & During
	Medium

	Road crossing and walking alongside busy roads
	All participants
	High
	Children in pairs.

Adults front, middle and back.

Stop and warn of danger. Keep group together. Activity Leader to watch for traffic and instruct group to cross when safe.  When walking along a road instruct group to walk together. When crossing do traffic lights in one go. Repeat instructions often.  Ask adults to help supervise.  In car parks: Signage in place to restrict speed of vehicles. Good visibility
	Walk Guide
	Before & During
	Medium

	Access for Wheel Chair Users 
	Wheel chair user and support staff
	Medium
	Choose a route that is suitable for wheelchairs. If there is some passing over rough or wet ground ask the wheel chair user or their advocate if it is acceptable to get the wheels muddy. 
	Walk Guide
	Before & During
	Low

	Slips, Trips and Falls
	All Participants
	Medium
	During the welcome talk attention should be given to the types of terrain being covered and advisory caution given the to be careful.
	Walk Guide
	Before
	Low

	Bridges with no railings
	All Participants
	Medium
	The walk guide should identify the hazard and ask the group to be mindful when crossing.
	Walk Guide
	During
	Low

	Fatigue


	All, esp people with health problems
	Medium
	Ask attendees/volunteers to disclose any health problems before starting if appropriate to the activity.

Maintain an appropriate pace of activity and take regular breaks. 

Monitor participants and make sure everyone is OK throughout the activity.
	Walk Guide
	During
	Low

	Losing people or participants wandering off from event zone
	All, esp vulnerable people

	Medium
	Maintain appropriate supervision ratio.

Option to carry out regular head counts before and during the activity or appropriate signage used.

Inform parent/guardian to be responsible for their children’s welfare.

Give safe roaming zones when encouraging free exploration.
	Walk Guide
	During
	Low

	Overhanging Deadwood
	All Participants
	High
	The route should be walked prior to the event and deadfall be identified and avoided where possible. Where it is not possible to avoid, the group leader should identify the hazard and ask participants to be careful when passing below.
	Walk

Guide
	Both
	Low

	Allergic reactions

(anaphylactic shock)
	All Participants
	High
	The event focuses on the potential consumption of irregular foods. During the welcome talk its must be made clear this event is to promote the theory of foraging and participants should not consume plants they pick on this walk. If participants/walk leaders do consume natural materials it is at their own risk.
	Walk Guide
	Before
	Medium

	Stings and Bites

(anaphylactic shock)
	All Participants
	Low
	The potential for participants to get stung by plants and insects is increased whilst foraging. Participants should be told notify the first aider of any bites or stings to be monitored for allergic reactions.
	Walk Guide
	During
	Low

	Tetanus, Leptospirosis, infections, abrasions

& other Biohazards
	All
	Medium
	Ensure anti-tetanus injections are up to date (volunteers).

Treat all minor injuries (esp. cuts& abrasions) immediately and cover.

Reduce running events in areas likely to be soiled by vermin, cattle or sheep avoid contact with surface water.   
	Walk Guide
	During
	Low

	General Public, Dogs and Wild animals
	All Participants
	Medium
	The site is open to the public during this event, and there will be animals using the footpaths. Participants should give other users plenty of space and not approach any animals
	Walk Guide
	Both
	Low

	Other people on site with motorized vehicles or horses e.g. mobility scooters or off road bikers
	All participants
	High
	Walk guide stop the group and tell the group to not engage with people who have unauthorized use of the area.
	Walk Guide
	Both
	Medium

	Open water
	All Participants
	Medium
	There are multiple areas of open water on site, During the welcome talk participants should be advised to be careful of these areas and advised not to enter the water
	Walk Guide
	Both
	Low

	Adverse weather conditions
	All Participants
	High
	Advise all participants are wearing appropriate clothing and footwear.

Check that activity is still possible in adverse weather. 

If weather conditions become severe then consider cancelling the event or altering activities to reduce risk of hazards occurring (i.e. – if windy do not use woodland paths).

Advise participants to use sunscreen and take liquids in hot weather.
	Walk Guide
	Before
	Low

	Event may take place away from main access points.
	All Participants
	Medium
	Ensure all staff/ activity leaders have a site map with access points marked on in case of emergency. Can be on physical map or smartphone.

Provide access addresses to this risk assessment for easy instruction to emergency services.
	Walk Guide
	During
	Low

	Craft materials
	All participants
	Medium
	Ensure craft related items are kept together when not in use and do not become a choking hazard for small children at any point during the event.
	Walk guide
	During
	Low

	Environmental Impact
	Wildlife
	Medium
	All visitors to stick to paths where possible to minimise disturbance to habitats. Where natural materials are picked for demonstration ensure only a sustainable amount are removed from the wild.
	Walk Guide
	During
	Low





 B= Before activity   D= During activity A= after activity
