
	Course Title:  Virtual Lesson – Species & habitats 

	Length: 60 mins

	Venue: Virtually at schools
	Session Number: 1


	Date:  
	Day:  
	Time: 
	No of Participants: Max 30


	Aim: Educate children on peatbog flora and fauna and their habitat 


	Objectives: By the end of the session people will:
1. Identify species which use peatbogs as their home
2. Understand adaptations which species have gone through to thrive in such habitats

3. Value the local peatbog habitat and understand the benefits of protecting our natural environment


	Timing
	Leader Activity*
	Participant Activity*
	Resources inc ILT*
	Notes eg ECM / Diversity, H&S etc 

	09:00 – 09:05
	Play video 1 – Introduction stating where we are (the peatbog), what it is, why it is special etc. 

End with introducing the first activity, ‘So this is peatland habitat, now that you have seen it, what animals and insects do you think you might see here’?

	Teacher to play the video

Children to watch the video
	Video

Laptop / ability to play video
	Follow guidance as per school regs for C-19. 

	09:05 – 09:10
	First Activity – Warm up activity. What do you know about peatland habitats and the species which use it as their home? Name species which you may find on a peatland and any descriptive words which you may use for them. Teacher to write answers on the whiteboard to use later when they create and write about their own peatland species. 

	Use powerpoint presentation. Teacher to reiterate the question. ‘What species, what animals, insects and plants might you see on a peatland?’  
‘What adjectives would you use to describe them?’

This is a fact finding activity to assess what they know initially, hopefully this will help to evaluate what they have learned by the end of the session. 
	Images of species either print outs or PowerPoint presentation 
	

	09:10 – 09:15
	Play video 2 – Species and their habitat niches. What species we can find, both plant and animal, compare with what they came up with. Why the habitat is suited to them. Their ecological job role. i.e. butterflies are pollinators. 
Introduce second activity.


	Teacher to play the video

Children to watch the video
	Video
Laptop / ability to play video
	

	09:15 – 09:20
	Second Activity – Quiz on what was said in the last video. Refer to hand out questions which are to be read out by the teacher. Children to answer as a group i.e. hands up so all can hear the answers. Open discussion encouraged. 
Once the quiz is completed final slide shows images of bog species which can be used as inspiration for discussion on adaptations and for creation of own bog species in 3rd activity. 


	Teacher to use PowerPoint for the questions

Children to answer as a group. 
**If restrictions allow, children can pair off or work as individuals**
	Question paper
	

	09:20 – 09:25
	Play video 3 – Species adaptations i.e. acidic habitat and removing limbs to survive, talk about how species have adapted to live in such a habitat i.e. symbiotic relationships. Introduce third activity, create / design your own peatland specialist. 

	Teacher to play the video

Children to watch the video
	Video

Laptop / ability to play video
	

	09:25 – 09:55
	Third Activity – You are a naturalist explorer who has discovered a new species on our peatlands. You’re like David Attenborough, Steve Backshall, Charles Darwin or Alfred Russel Wallace. Create your own peatbog specialist species, give them a common name and scientific name, specific adaptations which make them suited the peatbog habitat, special abilities / attributes and an ecological job role. 
Use handout provided refer to example. 

	Teacher to handout species design sheet
Children to complete the handout, design / create their own peatland specialist

Teacher to take photo of original species list and descriptive words from the children for reference

**Optional slide on taxonomic classification for yr 6**
	Species design handout
Images of peatland specialists to be shown on screen i.e. Sundew, sphagnum moss, bog bush cricket, white faced darter, large heath butterfly etc. 
	

	09:55 – 10:00
	Final Activity – Assess what the children now know about bog species. Using Granny’s supermarket.
	Children to work in seating rows or whatever way works best according to the teacher. 
	
	


Evaluation
	What went well, what did not go so well from both your own and learners’ point of view? 


	Were there any unintended learning outcomes – if so what were they?


	Did you identify any health and safety hazards prior to or during the session, and if so, what measure did you take to minimise them?


	Action for next time



Session Plan








